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SYj2iiT de-, TRASCRITIOiCL ANMQUBdes T= k _RO_-3

par A. 1EYL1Y, J. LECLANT, E.~ > TI, de VIRVILIE et G.P. ZAiRI

Les lignes de notre transcription analytique sont couplies : la li-ne impaire

donne la translitEration proprement dite, la ligne paire une analyse somuiare.

Elle est constituce par le 16 prcmi'res colonnes.

Colonnes I h 4 - sur les deux lignes - nummro du Ia.

Colonne 5 - sur les deux lignes - lettre indiquant, 6ventuellement, les diff4rentes

parties du texte

Colonnes 6 'a 8 - sur les deux lignes - num6ro du stiche. Quand -.e ipncaero est rip6te sur

deux ou plusieurs couples de lignes, le stiche

continue sur la ligne suivante ou le passage a

fait l'objet de plusieurs analyses.

Colonne 9

Colonne 10

Colonne 11

Colonne 12

- liCne impaire
ligne paire

- ligne impaire

ligne paire

- ligne
ligne

impaire
paire

- ligne impaire

- H : texte ou fragment de texte en hi4roglyphique meroltique
- C : texte en colonne

-C : texte
D : texte

- D : texte

inscrit dans un cartouche
d'autel dextrogyre
se lisant de gaeuche h droite

- chiffre 1
- chiffre 2

- chi.ffre indiquant si possible la partie du texte, 6ednrale-
ment fun6raire, auquel appartient le stiche (I = invocation ;
2 = nomination ; 3 = description; 4 = b64ndiction)

Colonne 13 - ligne impaire - lettre indiquant le cas 4ch4ant le contenu s6mantique du
texte
A = nr6sentation d'un personnage
B ou C = pr4sentation d'un ascendant maternel ou naternel
D = pr6sentation d'autres parents du premier degre
E = pr6sentation de personnalit6s masculines parentes (vetmde)
F = autre stiche de structure nettement r6gressive
G = titre8 et qualifications diverses
H = passage dont le sens et la Structure sont encore ind6-

termin6s

Coeonn15 - ine1iiiventu enment numro d'interprationdi stiche

Colonne 16 - sur les deux - C : le stiche se noursuit sur 1 '.aire de lignes suivante
lignes

Colonnes 12 h 15 - ligne paire - numro d/exemple, de type ou de groupe selon Fr. Hintze,
StruktuF1i963. Le chiffre des niteieos 'duniro d'exemple se
trouve e,.colonne 14. Le numnro du type ou du groune s'aligne
en revanche sur la colonne 15, cidroite. Le numero d'exemple
de Fr. Hintze est reproduit chaque fois que sa structure a
.4t rete ue, mime si notre lecture diff're de celle adoptie

Sp:. ar cet auteur.

*Le coru"d texte

Da n s les colonnes 17 h 80, nous trouvons le texte proprement dit avec sa trans-
cription en ligne impaire et son analyse en limne paire.

- Le texte ,

Nous translitbrons signe pour signe. A chaque signe alphabitique, consonnantique
ou svllnhipnA du teva orinUinal conxran n-nA CannQ In +7-n-nwi-"jin na in acrmlhnap -niaue. Ainsi

_________ ___

-J------r-- vr~l;r'~·cu vv~~vu~vrru) uouru ru rr~ruv~L-trurvrr~ ~u~ uJluuvrr · rr~l--

r



notre tr•n•scrition et ,Ta~.hique et indwthendante de toute interpretation 'hon t'iue du
%texte. Le clavier des machiines automatiques est rid it : ceci nous a obliges ' con-rarier
les habitudes de:s miroitisants et nous les prions de nous en excuser.

- est rendu par , 1h jar x , s par Z , les syllabiques _ par J , ear ,

1 o;t le ci,,;n do :valoeur iconnue que l'on trouve on R&, 1044.
C et l d6siinent dos symboles de imosures.

-- Un no:bre ~r av, Sur la pierre T)ar ujwe suite d.e barres verticales ou des points est
rondu ici -ar une s6duence de 1 ou de z6ros.

Los nomrbres iisri.j'c au contraire du d6motique 4yZptien ont la forme 3, 30, 300, etc...

- Les deux ou trois points supi)erpos6s des s6parateurs de fin de "':ots" sont rendus p-ar
des virlJesn.

Un sig:le visible, :,ais non reconnaissable est marqu6 par un point.
Un doute sur le :sine cqui suit e st rendu par tue 4toile, qui 6quivaut au point sous

la lettre, em;lloy6 des papyrolou.es.
(/..) sign-ifie "j'h6site entre G et 1", (G = W) : "le scribe 6crit G h la place de .".

(0)) indiquoe une lacuno do longueur non pr6cis6e. Des points ou des lettres inscrdes
peuvent pricisor la lonileur ou le contenu restitu6 do cotte lacune.

) sinifie -"je restitue un G non 6cri.; ~Tr•' la :i.rre".
(())) d6 quivaut aux chei.ons.
I'GI' remarque q.ue la lettre K qui fi•ure dans le texte est issue de G, plus ancien ou

plus habitual.
V'Ti' ou V'SLE' indique qu'il est n4cessaire aux fins de l'analyse de dissocier ce

syllabi-que en deux ou trois 16izmelnts selon le cas.

- L'analyse du texte

"En ligne paire, on nui6rote les lignes, les colonnes ou les cartouches du texte
original. Les lettres indiquent les d6buts de mots ou de s6quences transcrites. Les = se
placent sous la pren:i•re lettre suivant un terme en proclise apparente, le - sous la pre-
miere lettre d'un term.e en enclise. Sauf dans les textes de structure tries connue, ces seg-
,mentations, necessaires, sont arbitraires. Nous les avons cependant rendues aussi coh6ren-
tes que possible.

~N•-i •on contentes d'indiquer les d6buts de mots ou de saquences trait6es comme tels,
les lettres souscrites indiquent 6galement leur sens et parfois leur valeur gramaticale :

-a dje aa if en position d'epitete, e.g. LX grand
0C = nom de chose, e.g. AU, "eaul.
D = nom de divinite, e.g. AMI, • "Amon"
E = nom d,'tre humnain, e.g. ABR, "homme"
F (ran6), = nombre ,
G= terme grammatical, apparemmnt non enclitique

- I = nom abstrait, e.g. XVISTI, 'proscyneme".
-L =nomde lieu, e.g. ATIYE, "Sedeinga"

" = signe de mesure (sous un C en ligne impaire)
1N. =xnomrne pouvant 8tre d6fini ni par A, ni par.C, ni par D, ni par E, ni par G,ni par

IT etc-...

P -nomr propre de persoine
•-~ nom de personnage royal, roi ou reine ou prince -'

T = titre qui est parfois un adjectif employe comme tel
V = verbe, c'est-a-d.ire terme, en principe. 'a enclises et proclises, et de fin de pr(
.W = terme de nature, A, E, N, situ4 en fin de stiche rdgressif et pr6cid' de ses comr
•: = terme n'entrant dans aucune des cat4gories pr64cdentes.
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Ce systime de transcriotions ct d'analyse des textes - 6roltiques j a"
61abord h partir d'entretiens qui ont eu lieu ' Darmstadt, LiBge, ilan, imancy,
Paris et Strasbourg avec des maitres et des collegues que nous somies ici dans
l'impossibilit6 de remercier individuellement, dans le prdsent article, mais aux-
quels va toute notre reconnaissance.

ESSAI de T1AV~SCRIIPT ION ANALYTIQUE
des TEXT S MEROITTQUES ISOLE3

par A. HIEYLER

Dans les deniers*num6ros du ;Iveroitic NHewsletter, nous avons pr6sent6 avec le
professeur Jean Leclant la description et la bibliographic des inscri-tions isol6es
(RM7 1001 h Rk.i 1110). Ces documents restent encore peu utilisables par les sp4cialistes.
Les transcriptions existantes ont 6t6 effectu6es selon les principes les plus divers et
les publications sont des plus dispers6es. Aucun index g6n4ral n'en a 64t diffus6. 11
s'agit l' pourtant d'un ensemble textuel de premi'ere importance. i1 suffit d'6voquer cer-
tains des documents qui en font partie : les fameuses stbles "histcriques" des rois
Akinidad et Tanyidaraani. Cet article est le premier d'une sdrie destin6e 'a presenter pr6-
cis6ment les transcriptions suivies de ces textes et leurs index.

Nous avons choisi les voies de l'informatique pour r6aliser cette entreprise.
Elle se d'roule en dewux tapes compl4mentaires et quasi simultandes : pr6paration de l'en-
registrement utilisable par les calculateurs et b partir de celui-ci, r6alisation automa-
tique de l'index 'a l'aide d'un programme. Enregistrement et index sont done deux phases
'troitement li'es. De la fo-rme de la transcription utilis6e pour l'enregistroment d4pendra
l'aspect de l'index. Par une sorte de choc en retour, la lecture des textes et leur inter-
pr6tation seront modifi6es grace aux regroupements effectuds par l'index. C'est dire que la
transcription que nous pr6sentons aujourd'hui ne saurait Stre que provisoire. Nous invitons
les utilisateurs a participer h Lamilioration de l'enregistrement ddj'a effectu6 en nous
adressant leurs observations.

Les quelques pages de transcription que nous donnons aujourd'hui ne sont qu'un
debut. Dans une toute prochaine edition du Keroitic Newsletter seront translit6r6s la suite
des textes isolds. .

Les trans-criptions ont'it6 effectuees en puisant dans la documentation du Groupe
d'Etudes Ii1roItiques de la Ve se'tion de l'Ecole Pratique des Hiautes Etudes 'a Paris. Nous

von mticuleusemet utilis6 to es les publications etbles commentaires de' textes ant6-
rieurs qui s'y trouvent.

Ce travail de transcription sera suivi de son indexation automatinque. Le pro-
gramme est actuellement r4dig4 pr N. de Virville, du Ius6e des Arts et Traditions Popu-

'a ke S ' a Paris- *,
--

_

Oeuvre de longue haleine sera la transcription, puis 'iindexation de 1'ensemble
des textes de RfE. Telles sont lse parties du Corpus et du Thsaturas m4roitiques que nous
envisageons de r4aliser par les voies de l'informatique. L'eraegistremeniL oe pretera dail-
leurs '2 d'autres traitements. On peut, par exemple, envisager on programme assurant une
segmentation autonatique et experimentale des textes en leurs rots et de ces rmots en leurs

:: En aucun cas la prese e transcripýion analy~ique et lesoindex qui soront etablis
ne pretendent 8tre une publication reelle de textes. Seuls des commentaires philologiques
et historiques 6tablis par des voies plus classiques et en cours de preparation compl'te-
ront en fait le R4pertoire d'Epigrapiie IM-roitique en sa forme r6elle. En attendant, cette
premibre 6tape apportera, nous l'esperons, quelque aide aux specialistes.



PAGE 1

// JOB

LOG DRIVE
0000

r s e: ecause o s ortage of s

pace only

a few sample texts can be published.

CART SPEC
0001

CART AVAIL PHY DRIVE
0001 0000

V2 M06 ACTUAL 8K CONFIG 8K

// FOR
*LIST ALL
1001 1
1001 1

1001 2
1001 2

1001 3
1001 3

1001 3
1001 3

1001 4
1001 4

1001 5
1001 5

1001 6
1001 6

1001 7
1001 7

1001 8
1001 8

1001 9 1

1001 10 1
1001 10 2

100 1. 44 1 l

1001-i.1 2

1001" '12- 1
1001 12 2

1001. 13. 1.
01001 13 2

1001 14 1
1001 14 2

1001 •15 1
1001 15 2

1001 16
1001 16

((.....)) *ATKELW ((..... ... )) NS,,

1 X - X 2X X

.PVMLO,, YDEKEL,, NS((,,)) YINNIDV,,

A = N - X 4V = -
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X N - 5 X V = -
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D N - 5 X V -
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D 6 - X V= -
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O XT7 -- V = -
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1018A 3
1018A 3

1018A 4
1018A 4

1018B 1
1018B 1

1019 1
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1019 2
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1019 3
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1019 4
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13C 1 PERIV
2218 T
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2 52 T NL-- W= 4-

13C 4
2 511
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13E ANT,, MNPS,, ZDESL,, YETMDELOWI,,
2266 T D 6P W
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2185 T - W -
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STATISTICAL STUDY OF AFRITCAN PLACE-NAMES

by Karola Zibelius

A paper concerned principally with material

gathered from hieroglyphic and hieratic texts i to be in-

clud.ed in a journal devoted to Meroitic studies, ought to

offer in the very outset d~uIe justification. Accordingly,

this writer hopes to meet this obligation by the suggestion

that, composed as it is of foreign names found in Egyptian

victory lists and other documents relating to areas in the

South that came under the influence of the Meroites and

their predecessors, this study undertakes the analysis of

African place-names that might show structural kinship to

Meroitic ones.

Since the place-names treated in this study have

for the most part not yet ,en, localized and the language(s)

of them identified, the names obviously cannot be restricted

to that area directly to tlhe south of Egypt's orders. The

most to be conjectured about their oriGin is that they refer

to areas south and west of;Egypt. Chronologically, they em-

brace a period from Chaseclem to Ergamenes. Toponyms of the

Ptolemaic period have beer excluded inasmuch as material

from that era shoul dbe c sidered in connection with Dcmotic

.and Meroitibtop,?n . 0 the other hand, names from docu-

ments of theEthio an ki written in hiero[7yphs in the

Egyptian langia-uge i.have be b included; they (ga in their value

from the fact that ,they a. first-hand historical data.

Inasmuci as-rth aes inves*igated appear in con-

sonantal•i partia] syllabi nd yllabic writing,. :no one

name could be classified with certainty as belonging to any

one of the three wrint temS except in those rare in-
tems ·- on excep ine th's~ers re ...... •'

: stanceaswhere a particula ame appears in mor•ethan one of -

the systems.· -Consequentl , as a starting point in a statis-

tically based inquiry such as tkhis, it was necessary to

establish a unified transc iption system. In' this system

all strong consonants have been evaluated. In cases where

~I__



a weak consonant follows a strong one, the weak consonant

has not been evaluated, on the basis of it having been con-

sidered to form a syllabic group with the strong consonant.

On the other hand, wherever two weak consonants follow a

strong one, except in those cases in which the three conso-

nants form a known syllabic group, the second weak consonant

has been evaluated. If, moreover, two weak consonants form

a biliteral sign or appear juxtaposed at the beginning of a

name, the first of the two has been evaluated by analogy to

certain syllabic groups in syllabic writing. Finally, it

should be noted that the consonantal value of 5 in the Old

and Middle Kingdoms has beennconsidered valid for this study.

Analysis

Uncovered among the available source documents were

384 different African Toponyms comprising a totAl of 1,402

consonants 2 - 3.7 consonants'per word. Frequency Distribution

of Individual Consonants: Individual consonants appear in

the 384 names in the followg frequency distribution:

Consonant Frequrnc Relative Frequency
'

y 28 2.00 %

c 24 V1.71%

f E
f

4.14
6.06 %

1-7.8

0.14

m 102 7.28 %

r o 10.06 %
h 42 . .00

36, .2 57,
21 1.50 %

h 3 0.21%

s 11A 8.135

~~1~1~
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Consonant Prequency Relative Proqucncy

q 26 1.85 %

k 87 6.21. %
g 23 1.64

t 188 13.41 4

t 43 3.07 %
d 19 1.36 %

21 1.50 7

Terminal Consonants: Of the 384 names, 70.57 % ter

minate in the eight consonants y ( ), b, m, n,ý r, s, t, t.

These appear individually in the following frequency distri-

bution:

Consonant Frequency Relative Frequency

y 12 3.12%

b 24t 6.25 %
m 20. 5.20 %

n 32 8.23 % K

r 27 ,7.033 %o

s 55 9.11

k " 8.07

sai
---- 3. ?0 0" ,0

Terminal consonants m, n, r k, t, an d possibl hy should

p I . . iewed •as:•vria 'sufffsii, 1i. e., d ons'nants
which cane attaced tot ndof aor

Proof of the variable or optional nature of these consonants

is clear ,in the followinC group of names which ppeafr both

with and ithout the consoants:

n: jnkn-(n), bh-(n), trs-(n)?

h: mtkr- (h '"

k: jrkr-(k), bk-(k), my-(k), srny-(k),

trr-(k)

- CC --------~----C--------C

-a
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krt-( t)(t), twrkt-(t)-(t)
np-(t), ý°-(N), bmrt--t), ss-(t), krt-(t),

It should be further noted thn.t ýc7veral ter-dinal consonants

may appear on the saome nameo "root". Consonants of this kind

probably, too, serve suffixal purposes inasmuch as each different

consonant s'-ems to change the meaning of the "root". Consonants

of this type along with the names in which they appear are as

follows: jb-w - jb-k; jr-k - jr-t; jrkr-k - jrkr-t; jrt-kr-

jrt-t - jr t-t; jlm-k - jm'n-t; wt-k - wt-;; bh-n - bh-r () -

bh-t; my-w - my-k; r1-m - me-t; mrk-r - mrk-k '(?); np-y - np-t (?);

kr-y - knr-k :. ]r-t; tr-y •"tr-w - tr-k - tr-t.

Structural Components: Several word forms which

appear as individual toponyms also combine with other different

names to form compounds oftwo otherwise inden ndent toponyms.

The combined forms thus wild appear to suggest "mcanings'

different from those associated with the two independent forms

of which each is'composedic The compound names ppea.ring among

- ithen.opon~ msi psat -e: re as: following:-••, J ýrf m h '
jm3-(nCs)?, jrt-kr, jtr-ml jhn-tk, (ss)?-kwr tr-rqt?, tr-

(ss)?, tr-rss, tk-(sE)? .

Consonantal Seri•s: Several names could be estab-

lished whose firfst two eled nts are formnd by reduplication

of a consonantal series. Consonantal reduplication of this

kind appears asindicated. in the following wor d: w3-w3-t,

j br-bhtb r r h- -r-t, sk-sk-dtj -ikr, r-t

The other consonantal series revealed in the study

suggest by the fact of thei4 frequent occurrence in so many

different tolionyms that the'se corisonantal series must have

served as basic structural elements in the language(s)from

which they were derived. The elements along with the words
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3(w): 3, 3r, 53r¾, j5, jbr:3, jm33w, jnm3, ji

np3,.nt3, -`3 w, c35.

jb jb, jbw, jbht, .j'n3, jhsy, jh, jbl

jn : in, jnbt, jnn3, jnrw.,rt, jnknn, jntht

tlbjnt.

jr jr, jrb, jrl)krb, jrm, jrz, jr.syk, jr

jr.k, jrk, jrl:rk, j rt, jrtnyt, jrtkr

jh : jh, jh), jj , jhb, jht, jhtb.

js : j.st, jap3, jsn, j'ts , jsdrst, jstn

j : jg, jsmk, j~mt, jin, j st.

jk : jk, jkn, jkns, jkrkr, jkt.

jt jtnp, jtr, jtrmjw, jtg, jtt, jttyt.

w(3): jbw, w3w3t, brwt, my,, tw, trw.

wr : wrky, wrt, wrt, j~wrmwrs, jnrwrt, (
wt : wtj, wtnt, bwt, jhwtt, brwt, jm3wtnt

br : Frwt, blrbrt, brhj, hr, rbr, Or, jp

bh : bh3, b lasso, bbst, bhk, wbh.

bt : bt, btbt, mbt, jnlt.

mn : mn rb, mnnsj, rnt, (imnrk), lmnj, 3ym:

grmnn t.

mr : mrhtj, mrban, mrkr,I :k, mrtt, bhmrtt

mu : mndqnnt, ir - jLs,-n smh, mbr.

ms : mnbt, mss st, m m•dm, 3ms, tms:

mk : mk, mkj, rink, t ,2jir,- mnk. .
-m : mr,n mgor3, rmgt.
np: np3", 'npft j np, 'rn

ns : mnnj knot, tnw, t, jkns, sencm,

nt grmnrst.

....... . .nt. : -jntht,--jntm, jnttps- mnt ci, cqnt, rtnt

-:- --V...jnt,, tn t, G t . mhndqnnt.
rb : rb, rbr, jkbV jrbkrh, brbrt, grb, tr

rm : rmk, rmgt, jrm, trmnt, jtrmjw.

-h : rhrhs,jbrhj, mirhtj,trht.
_.. ?i-· J) . .... I --K .- 4 •

rs : jrs, jrsyk, jrsht, srsrt, grss, trs,
trrs, ttrs, jsdrst, mwrs, trgrss.

ý Irl
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rk : rlt, jrk, jrkrkc, wrky, mrl-r, mrkk, nrky

jkrkr, trrk, smnrk, twrktt, trk.

rt : rtk, jrt, jrtnyt, krtpt, krtt, grrt, tr
mtrt, b.rbrt, srrrt, jnrwrt, mrnsrhrt.

rt rtn:pn, rtkI, jrtkr, jrt.t, jrtt, wrt, wrt

hb : jhti, shl, sthb, thbb, nrkyhb.

ht : jht, jhtb, jbht, mrhnt j, lhk3bt.

sn : nk, 7nt, j7n, tr-n, tmsnt.

sr : srnyk, -r:rt, rrk, .n-.r3, trsr.

ss : sSkwr, grss, trss, tkss, jotss, b3hlss,

sk : skrrt, •skjkdt, .kst.

st : sthb, j-tcs, mst, mst, bpft, bhbt, skst

tnst, shrst, jsdrst, grrnnst.

kn : kn, snst, knkf, jkn, j"ns, jnknn, Grnkn.
7kr : kry, krtpt, krtt, jkrkr, skrCt, tkr, jr

mtkr, tmkr, jrtkr, jr·krb,

gr : r, Crb, rr-nst, grs:r7,rkn, grrt, l'hrq

trgrE s.

tb : th, tb, tbjnt, jnti!t, htb.

tm : tmr, tnrp, tmlkr, tmitr ~ tmnn, jntm, nbtm

tpstm, wjItm.

tn : in ,itn rw, jtnn, wtn - ttn, jrtnytbkt
7tr : tr, tr, try, trjw, trbnk, trmnt,

trrk, trs, trsn, trs trk, trcb, trgrs

trdt, jtr, jtrmjw, mt , mtrt, ktrdt.

· 't.,n : tnhqb, Iontws jtny, rt :n k•ns , ttns, j
tk.: tk, tks', wtk, rtk, j r jhntk

t t -:-.ttn, jrt-t, mrtt - mrtt
j P iY3ns. 2.

m3r ,jm3, j"m33w, ýj5wtintn. C
jnt: jntht, jntm,:' jn tn

* • jrs : jrs, jrsyk, jrsht.

jrt jrtkr, jrtt, jrt. 4 .:

jst : jstss, jsdrst, jstn.

mrk : mrkr, mrkk.

ns : jm3n s, n smh.

_~rr
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srhrt, jridrt.

trt, trtr, mtrt.

tnst, ktns, ttns.

dtmn, lItn, wjitm.

U-

: J -

rt :

trt :

tns:

dtm :

4z - p.- -ii

,::.¶
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Notes

1
This paper is an appendix of a doctoral dissertation "Afrika-

nischc Ortn- und V6lkernamen in hieroglyphireben und bicrati-

schCn Te:xten," University of TUbingen, as yet unpublished.

The necessary limitation of this inquiry makes it impossible

to include elaborate references. For these reanons also the

names have not been include in their heroglyphic writings.

The reader interested in critical and other secondary com-

mentaries of source material is referred to the dissertation

scheduled for publication in the •ear future or to Gauthier,

Dictionnaire des noms geographiques contenus dans les textes

hieroglyphiques, 7 vols., Cairo 19251931.

This figure includes five lost consonants.

Prefixes of this kind seem to appear in the name (m)h and pos-

sibly in the names ktrdt - trdt and trrqt - rqt - twrktt, if

these are identical.

Lre consona s grouped sequenti

-con onanta erie s"are abl bc,

and three-consonantal series. al ' o e, bed, and cde.

. T1he st41 ementb 'reare)u1entilynot conecl'Vie4-

because one m oen contains woconsonattal serie of

equal frequency that overlap e a other. For example,

t'l IcL.L:l,. U ta.'.in.. tJ erl nr-;

Scould c tain reduplicated1 elments

ase in this instan is ruedieltcý'si t
I-Case

out because in this name the terminal -k reveals itself to

be a variable suffix.-. Butthe feans to establish the more

- :robable solutron is not always possible.

__ _

r::

·· - --- 3

·i~i·:; r:iT-~
;·:3
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6 Posener, Prince ct !n.c d'A:·ic et dc •Tibic, rl•n: 1] 40,

p. 62 (,29)0, in nani.n~ the ei1ment mg rpeferi to the 5-a

of the :ew rinndom, w!ich dein.te a .Tutbian w2rrior. See

Wdrterbuch II, p. 16/.

7 Kr is probably cornenctd wi th I"wr, the title of the Kushitic

king. Of. ,auninron/Yo, onte, JrAý, , 50, 1952, pP. 1l-6.

EXCAVAT101iS AT IMEROE -

The University of Khartoum has just completed its fifth season

of excavation at Meroe. During this time the main attention has been

devoted to elucidation of the stratigraphic sequence in the northern

of the two large mounds lying to the east of the roykl city and the

temple of Amun. Some digging by Garstang in 1912 had indicated

that these mounds contained the main domestic part of the town of

which the royal component had been largely cleared in the years
1910 to 1914 .~ - -

Since;.the excavations weZ intended to reveal details of ordi-
.. .•nary domeic:fe, to show ,te stratigraphy, provide a pottery ..-:nary dome l poi ,a~potterY

sequence dd also tosupply possible, closer dating for Ideroitic

m:atrit •• • h mounds was made the bbjective of these

first s... easons. n the. yea..rs- t66-67 and 1967-68 anieight metre wide
trench wasdhug; from east to wev t through the southernipart of this
mound and revealed, as had been.expected, that it was composed of the
Sruinsof simple mud-brick'houes together with a very considerable ,•

Samo o essditioal it was hoped•that evidence
both chronlogical and techni~il, might be found concerniing the iron-

worldng forwhich Meroe has ; ~blong been famous. Although no smelting

furnaces were found in this area, fragments were discovered as well as

considerable traces of ironsmelting, including one complete mound of

slag beneath the present surface and therefore considerably ante-
dating, t.ound6 kov fm .turface investigation. - .

A.surprise was that at the very bottom of this trench and lying
on the original surface was a caohe of pots of much earlier type than
any previously known from the l:site and comparable to some found in

late Napatan royal tombs, though new types and shapes were also found.
A carbon 14 date for the level in which the pottery was found gave
514 ± 80 B.C. Since on archaeological grounds a date of o. 550 B.C0.
would be acceptable, this date is very satisfactory. We can there-

fore date the first occupation in this part of the site to the middle
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In two subsequent seasons excavation was carried out at the
highest part of the mound to establish another sample and to test
the validity of the sequence obtained in the first trench. In
this case a wider area was cleared of the upper levels and part of
the plan of the town was obtained. This indicated that at a very

late date (5th century A.D.?) there were large buildings of mud-
brick in this part of the townm and that it was an area of importance.

In this area, bottom was reached at a depth of ten metres and
seven different building levels were identified, all of them con-
taining buildings of greater size than those further south in the
same mound. Two building levels were found associated with
'Napatan' pottery and therefore were of the same or slightly
earlier date than the traces of occupation found in previous years.
The earlier building can perhaps be dated to about 600 B.C. Beneath
this earliest building a series of postholes was found dug into a
level of clean sand, perhaps representing a small sand dune. These
postholes formed a pattern which makes it clear that they represent
the holes for the upright poles of a small hut very similar to those
used by the semi-nomad inhabitants of the area today.

In addition to the rain trench two smaller excavations were out
in this area, two metres by two metres in area and to the full depth
of ten metres, and the whole of the contents from these two trenches
sieved so as to provide a true sample of both pottery and other mate-
rials. Since the main excavation produced upwards of a million pot
sherds it is manifestly impossible to make a detailed study of the
total. Examination of the twenty or so thousand sherds from the
carefully selected and excavated sample areas should provide adequate
material for a detailed seriation analysis of the pottery.

Detailed study of the pottery must wait on future work but it
has already been possible to make some preliminary studies and to
arrange the pot e'of ab6ut, thousand years of occupation into
chronological orde t tes are still impossible but it can

4be safelyas' e. ch••aracter of the earliest pottery
that M~eroe was "fir occupied n the early seventh century B.C.
nWhat is more difficult to est lish is the date of the abandonment,
or final decay,'of the town. ',The usually accepted date of about
A.D. 350 seemsto be too earl • and though this may, if we are to. <6

Stscitits face value, be.te approximate
date of the end ofo ' roe as organised state, it seems highly
probable that the town was~ c upied for a considerable- period afterwards.
One of the difficulties is that many of the later buildings have been
badly damagedby those seeking for building materials and much of the
upper soil has beenýeroded~by ind and rain. The finding of an
SAxumite coin' belo hes9con uilding level, thoughý not conclusive
s•uggest ht ph pt" er lev1 ostdates the coin whib• is of mid- .

S fourth century A.D. date.



A careful investigation was made of the area around one of the
heaps of iron slag in the search for evidence of iron smelting
techniques and the first smelting furnace to be known at this site
was found. It is of late (first - second century A.D.?) date and
was built in the ruins of an earlier house. A large number of
tuyeres were found together with much iron slag. All these are now
being studied by Dr. Tylecote of the Department of Metallurgy of the
University of Newcastle upon Tyne.

P. L. Shinnie

6. III. 1970.
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